SOCIE T Y REJ’OR TS. 


6l 

of this small part; they may be due to irritation of various 
parts of the occipital cortex, on one side for hemiopic 
aura;.’' 

As to the hemianopsia of migraine, Dr. Seguin thought 
that “ spasm of the occipital artery, supplying the cuneus 
on one side, may quite surely be assumed to occur.” The 
author was of the opinion that partial anaemia in the cortex, 
due to the same cause, might account for the hallucinatory 
symptoms in the same disease. While irritation from 
organic lesions and from vascular spasm made clear the 
origin of these phenomena in most of the cases cited, the 
manner of their production in a case of paranoia, such as 
the speaker had previously described, was rather more 
difficult to explain. In his own case there was no reason 
to suspect organic disease of any kind ; there was no hemi¬ 
anopsia, and the hallucinations had continued for months. 
This would indicate a mild chronic nutritive disturbance in 
the cortex, without periodicity, as in migraine and epilepsy, 
and not limited in duration by the advance or recession of 
some coarse lesion, as in organic cases. 


PHILADELPHIA NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Meeting , November 24, 1890. 

The President, Dr. H. C. Wood, in the chair. 

Dr. Mettler read a paper. See page 19. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. Francis X. Dercum. —This is certainly an interest¬ 
ing and valuable paper. The doctor has raised the question 
—very justly, I think—in regard to the relation of the semi¬ 
circular canals to vertigo. The ordinary explanation of 
vertigo has always been to me a doubtful one. I never 
could reconcile it with what we know of the morphology 
of the semicircular canals. Some years ago I made a study 
of the comparative anatomy of these structures in order to 
determine what light such study could throw upon their 
function. 

They bear a distinct relation to the lateral line organs 
of fishes, the nerve hills of the latter being identical in 
structure with the maculae acusticae. Just as the inclosure 
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of these nerve hills in tubes seems to have for its object the 
gaining of distinctness and definiteness of impression, so 
the inclosure of the macula; within the semicircular canals 
seems to have the same object. It is significant that each 
macula is situated at the end of a canal, and this suggests 
that the canal is a kind of conduit to carry off vibrations 
after they have made their impression on the macula; and, 
further, that if interference of vibration occurs, it occurs at 
a point distant from the macula. Confusion of sound is thus 
avoided. The inference from physiological experiment, 
that these structures have for their special object the main¬ 
tenance of equilibrium, has always seemed to me open to 
most serious objections. 

Dr. J. P. Crozer Griffith. —I would ask whether the 
asthmatic attacks to which reference has been made pre¬ 
ceded the attack of vertigo, or were of recent occurrence. 
Are they still present? Does the vertigo continue? 

Dr. Mettler. —The asthmatic attacks began with the 
attack of rheumatism in 1876, and have been present ever 
since. The vertigo disappeared in about one week after I 
first saw her. There is now nothing the matter with the 
woman except the heart trouble, the asthmatic attacks and 
the total loss of hearing on one side. 




At a Special Session of the State Commission in Lunacy, 
held at the Capitol, in the city of Albany, on the 
eighteenth day of November, 1890. 

It having been made to appear that 

(a) A custom has long prevailed, without authority of 
law, although sanctioned by long usage, in various institu¬ 
tions in the State for the care and treatment of the insane, 
of permitting patients to temporarily leave the institutions 
to visit friends, or to go out “on trial,” for a time not fixed 
and entered on the books of the institutions and extending 
over indefinite periods, sometimes even more than a year; 
and 

It having been made to appear that 



